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AREA 1:
READING & RESPONDING:
OF LOVE AND SHADOWS

Chapter 1

experiences. Allende’s characters live in and dommate i g to understand
through her fiction. She presents the expep ice a ilei emotive political

gamlike elements. Though the political
aspects of her fiction are qui e illumination of the mundane
through fantastical elements. i tail, imagery and symbols, such as

Of Love and Shado
Connelly. The film is
events oc d.

e title starring Antonio Banderas and Jennifer
ity at the time in which the novel is set and the political
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

Of Love and Shadows consists of two stories woven together by fact and fiction. The novel is based on the
real historical event of the discovery of a hidden grave containing fifteen unidentified bodies in Chile,
1978; however, this clandestine grave is only unearthed in the last part o ovel. The first part of the
novel is devoted to detailed introductions of the families through whi experiences of the tyrannical
dictatorship are explored. In Part Two, the romantic relationship bet Irene and Francisco grows as

The romantic saga of Irene and Francisco’s relationship is i ngagement to Gustavo
Morante and the loss of innocence she experiences as she wit
first time in her life. The political saga is complicated i ies i ini on and the

Through shifts in narrative perspective Allende is both the culprits
and victims of the Chilean military coup. on of events and
reflections on the past experiences that ha C f the Ranquileo, Leal and
Beltran families are scattered throughout th i ely placed in order to assist the reader’s

© TSSM 2009 Page 5 of 22



